A marble figure of a woman, broken from a large Attic grave monument, has recently been added to the Museum's collections. The woman, seated in an attitude of mourning, represents the dead as she was in life, and it is to her that the monument was erected. The fragment is part of a rectangular slab in very high relief. Before the seated woman there stood, no doubt, another figure, now missing, perhaps that of the husband or father who dedicated the stele or of an attendant holding a box for valuables. The scene was one of departure and farewell. There may have been a crowning pediment, like that of the Lansdowne fragment (Bulletin, 1930, pp. 218 f). This was a large monument, of unusual sculptural quality, and it was a family of wealth and importance that set it up. It is perhaps relevant that the dead is provided with a carved and cushioned throne, or armchair, with a sphinx to support the armrest (the plain edge of the chair back is a restoration) instead of the more usual armless chair or stool. She wears two garments, chiton and himation, the edge of the latter being drawn over her head and held in her hand. She has bands round her hair, and had earrings, since there are holes for their attachment. The surface has suffered comparatively little and has for the most part retained its freshness; the sensitive face and the massive sweep of the drapery are little impaired. The discovery of the relief goes back to the early nineteenth century when British and other travelers were exploring in Greece.
A marble figure of a woman, broken from a large Attic grave monument, has recently been added to the Museum's collections. The woman, seated in an attitude of mourning, represents the dead as she was in life, and it is to her that the monument was erected. The fragment remained at Lowther Castle until recently, seen by occasional visitors, and known through publications to the archaeological world; it can now be seen, in all its quiet power, by a wider public.
162
The Metropolitan Museum of Art is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The 
